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Abstract. The article describes a model of integrating language techniques with 
leading-edge technology to develop a web-based on-line tool for heritage lan-
guage preservation and e-learning. Bulgarian language resources - parallel cor-
pora and bilingual dictionary are presented in an interactive way using a com-
mon web-interface which is accessible for students, faculty, and affiliated Her-
itage language communities. 
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1 Introduction 

Digitization of language resources provides efficient means for their preservation, 
management and presentation. Language carries valuable information about the socie-
ty and culture of its speakers. If the language disappears, important cultural 
knowledge will also disappear. During the past years a lot of effort has been focused 
on research and development of a different kind of language preservation tools and 
software systems. The digitization process is hard and time-consuming. First, lan-
guage and linguistic information should be well investigated and analyzed so it can be 
presented in a suitable machine readable formal model. Then, a good software solu-
tion should be found in order to assure the best way of presentation, management and 
preservation of the resources. 

The software program presented in this article could be used as a tool for language 
preservation and e-learning. The software system will ensure access to resources of 
materials, and will provide heritage learners more opportunities to learn and investi-
gate further the language. This is a special bilingual collection of structured texts 
(bilingual dictionary and bilingual corpus with Bulgarian as one of the paired lan-
guage), which can be used not only for research purposes, but in the daily life for 
educational and translation purposes. The web-based system represented here has four 
different components: “Dictionary”, “Corpus”, “Search tool” and “Connection”. They 
have been developed over different time periods and still undergo changes in order to 
improve their functionalities.  
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The current article describes briefly the four independent components and illus-
trates how they form a homogeneous system that manages language resources. It will 
focus on the technologies used for development of the web system as well. 

2 Description of the Web-application 

The development of the web-based system that manipulates, utilizes and contains 
bilingual resources is a challenging process for both linguistic and IT specialists. 
First, the language resources should be well selected, so they represent in a best and 
correct way the linguistic knowledge. Then they should be structured in a good formal 
model in order to be machine readable. The language resources should be used and 
displayed in different ways without any impact on them. The web-based application 
will be used as a repository of a large collection of language resources. The linguistic 
information should be easily displayed and maintained with the help of an interactive 
and useful interface, which requires different IT specialists and technologies. 

This software system allows open access to digital language resources via the In-
ternet. It uses two sets of natural language data: a bilingual dictionary and aligned text 
corpora. Each of the implemented modules is accessible by its own interface. The 
“Dictionary” and “Corpus” module have their own database, own administrator and 
end-user part. The nature of the different text resources requires each database to be 
structured and organized respectively in a different way. The “Connection” module 
allows a parallel search in the dictionary and corpus databases and implementation of 
cross-language information retrieval. The “Search tool” provides just a new way of 
searching in the dictionary database depending on the user request. 

From another point of view the web-application can be considered as a system that 
consists of two – an administrative and an end user - layers. The administrative layer 
is used to maintain the databases, to keep the language information up-to-date, easy to 
correct the data or to add new records. The “Search tool” and “Connection” module 
do not need to have their own administrative part.  They only consist of end user in-
terface.  

The following screenshots display some of the functionalities of the administrative 
panel of the “Corpus” module. With the help of the administrative module the user 
can upload different literary texts directly from a file. All files are kept in the data-
base. When the end user requests some kind of a query, the system checks all upload-
ed files for the word in the query. 

The development of the web-based system that manipulates, utilizes and contains 
bilingual resources is a challenging process for both linguistic and IT specialists. 
First, the language resources should be well selected, so they represent in a best and 
correct way the linguistic knowledge. Then they should be structured in a good formal 
model in order to be machine readable. The language resources should be used and 
displayed in different ways without any impact on them. The web-based application 
will be used as a repository of a large collection of language resources. The linguistic 
information should be easily displayed and maintained with the help of an interactive 
and useful interface, which requires different IT specialists and technologies. 
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This software system allows open access to digital language resources via the In-
ternet. It uses two sets of natural language data: a bilingual dictionary and aligned text 
corpora. Each of the implemented modules is accessible by its own interface. The 
“Dictionary” and “Corpus” module have their own database, own administrator and 
end-user part. The nature of the different text resources requires each database to be 
structured and organized respectively in a different way. The “Connection” module 
allows a parallel search in the dictionary and corpus databases and implementation of 
cross-language information retrieval. The “Search tool” provides just a new way of 
searching in the dictionary database depending on the user request. 

From another point of view the web-application can be considered as a system that 
consists of two – an administrative and an end user - layers. The administrative layer 
is used to maintain the databases, to keep the language information up-to-date, easy to 
correct the data or to add new records. The “Search tool” and “Connection” module 
do not need to have their own administrative part.  They only consist of end user in-
terface.  

The following screenshots display some of the functionalities of the administrative 
panel of the “Corpus” module. With the help of the administrative module the user 
can upload different literary texts directly from a file. All files are kept in the data-
base. When the end user requests some kind of a query, the system checks all upload-
ed files for the word in the query. 

 
Fig. 1. “Corpus” module administrative layer – adding information for the literary texts upload-

ed in the system 
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Fig. 2. “Corpus” module administrative layer – upload of new file 

The administrator uploads the literary texts. The necessary information is saved in the 
database. The collection of aligned corpora in the web system increases.  The end 
users can request different search queries in the correspondent literary text in “Cor-
pus” or “Connection” modules. 
 

  

Fig. 3. “Corpus” module end user layer – a result from the search query performed in the up-
loaded literary texts 
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Fig. 4. “Connection” module end user layer – a result from the search query performed in the 

uploaded literary texts and dictionary database 

Directly from the “Connection” module or “Corpus” the user can be redirected to a 
query in the “Dictionary” or “Search tool” module. 
 

 
Fig. 5. “Dictionary” module end user layer – a result from the search query in the dictionary 

database 
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Fig. 6. “Search tool” end user layer – additional search criteria for the dictionary database 

3 Technologies Used to Implement the Web-application 

The web-application’s implementation uses free technologies originally designed for 
producing dynamic web pages with multiple functionalities – Apache, MySQL and 
PHP. 

Apache/MySQL/PHP is a solution stack that is most commonly used for creating 
and managing web-applications. Apache is a web server, MySQL is a database, and 
PHP is a scripting language.  The three technologies are extremely popular. The most 
significant reason for their widespread use is that all components are open source. 
Before uploading the software application in the web, we need to develop and test it 
locally on desktop computers. It is sometimes hard to set and parameterize them to 
work together, which is why a lot of software packages were developed to install and 
set up Apache, MySQL, PHP on a Windows operation system and allow to run web 
applications locally. This is very useful for development and hence made these three 
technologies preferable among any other. 

The Apache HTTP Server, colloquially called Apache, is the world's most used 
web server software. Apache is developed and maintained by an open community of 
developers. It is a secure, efficient and extensible server that provides HTTP services. 

Many web-based programs and content management systems need to store and re-
trieve data. For example, the dictionary entries and the aligned corpus text must be 
stored in databases. Instead of reinventing and implementing its own system of stor-
ing and retrieving data, this web-application uses the database program MySQL. 
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MySQL is a popular choice of database for use in web applications, and supports 
large databases containing around 50 million records and several different character 
sets as well. For example, the Latin diacritics and the Cyrillic letters are not lost when 
they are entered or retrieved from the database. All data is saved in the chosen charac-
ter set. Multilanguage support is available. The performance issue is also very im-
portant while developing web applications.  Most MySQL servers have query caching 
enabled, one of the most effective methods of improving performance. When the 
same query is executed multiple times, the result is fetched from the cache, which is 
quite fast.  

PHP is a server-side scripting language designed for web development but also 
used as a general-purpose programming language. PHP code may be embedded into 
HTML code, or it can be used in combination with various web template systems, 
web content management systems and web frameworks. PHP is a programming lan-
guage with a wide functionality: it is able to evaluate form data sent from a browser, 
build custom web content to serve the browser, communicate with the database. One 
of the strongest and most significant features in PHP is its support for a wide range of 
databases. Writing a database-enabled web page is incredibly simple using one of the 
database specific extensions e.g. MYSQL. With PHP, we have the freedom of choos-
ing an operating system and a web server. Furthermore, we have the choice of using 
procedural programming or object oriented programming (OOP), or a mixture of 
both. 

4 Conclusion 

The main idea behind the implementation of such system is to enlarge the possibilities 
of gathering different linguistic knowledge about the natural languages and in particu-
lar, Bulgarian. In order to preserve the natural languages we should have useful and 
easy to use tools where we can collect and manage large amounts of natural language 
data. 
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